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C O N T E N T S  



P R E F A C E  

In 1976 five research papers in Australian history, written by second year students in the ordinary History 
IIB course, were presented in this format. The favourable response that they received suggests that the 
project is a worthwhile one and it will therefore be continued annually. This year, however, publication 
of the papers has been undertaken by students under the auspices of the History Club and the S.R.C. 

Each year students in this course are asked to  investigate some aspect of Australian history, preferably 
through research in primary sources. They are encouraged t o  look whereever possible at questions through 
which light can be thrown on significant problems by the study of local history. Over a hundred such 
projects were undertaken this year, and the variety of topics as well as the quality of the papers presented 
was very encouraging. 

The papers published here were chosen not only because they are good papers, but also to  show the variety 
of issues that interest students. Many other papers could have been chosen. 

Peter Stephens : 

Mary Livingstone 

Adelle Harding : 

Mark Holmes : 

Baronya Croft : 

John Charleston : 

Peter Crotty : 

Gregory Gamage : 

I ' 

Morpeth in the era of the Steamship. 

The First General Strike in the Coal Industry 

The Copeland Gold Rush 

The First Battle Honour - Australians in the Boer War 

Rothbury Dilemnas 

Maitland-Morpeth - The Forgotten Artery 

Henry Dangar, Pioneer Explorer. Surveyor and Pastoralist 

Attitudes of the People of Newcastle towards the Chinese 1978 - 
Lynda Allomes : A Study of Bushranging in the Hunter Valley 

Susan Murray : The Robertson Land Acts 

Lynn Rutherford : The Bellbird Mine Disaster 1923 

Peter Jeffrey : The Paul Bunyans of Cedar Arm 

' 

C. Bacchi 

P. Hempenstall 

N. Rutherford 

The works presented in this collection are not only a tribute to their authors, but also to'carol Bacchi, 
Peter Hempenstall and Noel Rutherford who provided the opportunity, the support, and the encourage 
ment that made it al l  possible. The History Club is pleased t o  be associated with such a worthwhile 
project. 

History Club ,Executive 



THE 'WANTED COLUMNS' OF THE MAITLAND MERCURY, 1850-55: 

EMPLOYMENT PATTERNS DURING THE GOLD RUSHES 

JAN E. HORNE 





Maitland 1851 - 1856 

Female Population 

2 y r  2 - 7 y r  7 - 1 4 y r  1 4 - 2 1 y r  2 1 - 4 5 y r  / 
I 

47 5 1084 1585 1238 2343 1856 

409 942 91 3 58  1 1534 1851 
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Single unskilled women were restricted t o  positions in Domestic Service. The demand for female house servants. 
excluding the more skilled cooks, laundresses and needlewomen, increased from 1850 t o  1855 by 2404.  Census 
figures for the 14 t o  21 age group conform t o  the pattern of  general population increase for females. The increase 
in demand for labour in this age group is therefore likely to be due to  the expanding prosperity of townships. 

The Australian Agricultural Company was of great ~mportance in the pastoral development of the Hunter Valley. con- 
ducting stock sales at Maitland two days each week until 1853. 5 Tobacco was extensively grown and an estimated 
32 vineyards established. 6 The effects of a labour shortage in the wine-growing industry had already been felt. as 
indicated by requests for the application of the Bounty system t o  European labourers. Thc first shipload of German 
immigrants for local winemakers had arrived in 1849, under the agency of Kirchner and Co. This apparently satisfied 
the demand, for in 1850 the 'Maitland Mercury' carried only one advertisement (for 6 Spademen) for a Valley vine- 
yard. However, by 1855, Kirchner & Co. were again engaged in the search for European labour. The following advert- 
isement was inserted in the "Maitland Mercury" three times in January. 1855' 

GERMAN IMMIGRATION - Kirchner & Co. beg to 
intimate t o  those colonists who are desirous of import- 
ing labour from Germany, that he continues t o  take 
orders for the introduction of vinedressers, shepherds. 
farm servants, mechanics, domestic servants etc. t o  be 
selected, engaged and forwarded under the direction 
of Mr. Kirchner, now in Europe. 

Permanent jobs for farm labourers were 2% times more plentiful in 1855 than in 1850; for stockmen 5 t b e s  more 
and for station oversees 8 times more. Drovers were offerred 3 per week and a bullock driver 8 0  p.a. plus I 2  Ib 
beef. 12 Ibs flour. 2 Ibs sugar and % Ib tea. Temporary positions for rural workers, such as drivers. splitters, well- 
sinkers, fencers and horsebreakers were four times more plentiful in 1855 than in 1850. The shortage of  labour is 
indicated by the great frequency of advertisements - those for farm labourers were repeated up to  6 times; for 
stockmen up to  10  times; and all others 2 o r  3 times. This is pinpointed in the 1856 Census. On March 1. 185 1 .  
1.31 2 people were employed in the rural industry, on  March 1, 1856, 1. 629 people were employed. an increase of 
only 24%. whereas those employed as "artificers and Skilled Tradesmen" increased by 500% and unskilled labour 

The period 1850 - 1855 was one  in which a diversified and industrialising economy became firmly established. In 
1852 the Hunter River New Steam Navigation Company was established; by 1855 Maitland had a brewery, 2 soap 
and candle factories producing 183 tons of soap and 168 tons of candles, 4 tobacco factories, an ironfoundry. 4 
canneries, brickworks, flour mills and 4 coal mines producing 20,344 tons of coal. The shipbuilding industry was 
thriving and the starting of the railway line from Newcastle occasioned much approving comment in the editorials 
and correspondence of the 'Maitland Mercury'. 

Advertised positions in industry increased from 1850 t o  1855 by 90% and all jobs were advertised in 1855 several 
times. The coal industry shows a particular boom, demand for miners increasing by 180% and the A. A. Co. offer- 
ring 301- per day. The need for more skilled workers such as Engineers and Managers reflects also an increase in 
industrialised techniques. 

Census figures for this period show a significant increase in the 21 - 45 year age group, yet a labour shortage still 
occurred, as the Wanted Columns of the 'Maitland Mercury' show. The reason for this must be seen in the expan- 
sion of urban, rural and industrial developments rather than the desertion of labour t o  ther areas, such as the gold 

A comparision of Occupation figures show a decrease in those employed in Trade or  Commerce, sheep grazing and 
(male) domestic service, but a very weat increase in skilled workmen, unskilled labourers, female domestic servants 
and clerical workers. These increases were still not sufficient t o  meet the demand - advertisements for  skilled 
workmen increased by 220%, for unskilled labourers by 333%, female domestic servants by 400% and clerical 
workers by 750%. 
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FOOTNOTES: - .  

1. Statistical Register of N.S.W. 1849-1 856. Govt. Printer Sydney 1859. 

2. Ibid. - 
3. Census, 1 st March, 185 1 .  

- _  - - 
4. "Maitland Mercury", May, 1856. 

5. Goold, W. J .  "Old Maitland" N.D.H.S. Vol. x Part x - 
6. Driscoll, W. P. "Beginnings of the Wine Industry in the Hunter Valley" 

t 

. - -  - - 

- - - - 

- c -  

- 3 - -  
I - - 

em%--------- --- - 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Books: - 
Driscoll. W. P.. Beginnings of the Wine Industry in the Hunter Valley. Newcastle. City Council Publication. 1969 

(;lynn. S. U>a-ti+ticn in Australian History, 1788-1900, d Melbourne. Nelson. 1970. 

Mitchell, C. J.. Hunters River, Maitland, Maitknd Mercury. 1973. 

O'Donnell. D., The History of Early Newcastle 1800- 1870. - 
Articles: - 
Coold, W. J., "The California ~leet f l~ewcast le  Hunter District Historical Society Vol. I11 Part XIV. 

"Old Maitland". N.H.D.H.S. Vol X Part X, 
"Maitland HOS~~&I,'%.H.D.H.S. Vol. V Part XII. 

Jervis, J .  The Hunter Valley, Royal Australian Historical Society. 1953. 

McFarlane, R., Squatting and Development of the Hunter River District. N.H.D.H.S. Vol. I No. I 

Pogonoski, R., The Maithnd Mercury, N.H.D.H.S. Vol IV Part V 

Official Publications: 

N.S.W. Colonial Secretary - Statistical Returns of the Colony 1850, 1851. 1855. 1856 (Mitchell Library). 

Statistical Register of N.S.W. from 1849 to 1858. Government Printer. Sydney 1859 

Hunter Valley Research Foundation : The Hunter Valley Region, Newcastle. Ells. 1968. 

The Hunter Valley Research Foundation' King. H.. Urban Pattern of the Hunter Valley. 
Newcastle. City Council, 1963. 

Newspapers: 

The Maitland Mercury 1850 
1851 
1855 




